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The usual message of the president of the United 
States, on Opening the session of congress, occu- 
pies several of our pages. , 

INLAND NAVIGATION, We present our readers 
with partial views of the proceedings in different 
sections of country, or sets of people, contending 
for the trade of the Susquehannah river; and can 
sincerely say, that we wish success to both parties— 
for if both succeed, there will be enough for both 
to do, and the public. will be benetited by their 
rivalship. The free labor of the interior will be 
encouraged by the choice of a market, and the ge- 
neral wealth be, in consequence, increased. 

To THE question, “what says Mr. Niles to the 
collection of a very heavy excise on whiskey?” as 
put to me by the editor of the “Enquirer,” I shall 
now attempt a reply—having denied the right of 
Mr. Ritchie to ask that question, as conditioned on 
any pledge or promise of mine to advocate such aa 
excise, as is intimated by the manner of the query. 
But this has nothing to do with the merits of the 
case, and I answer frankiy—that I will support a 
moderate excise on whiskey, provided it is levied as 
a part of a system of internal revenue; and that, if 
not so levied, I will oppose it to the utmost of my 
ability, in a constitutional way. I have no idea that 
the rich and powerful shall any longer escape a 
rightful share of the public burthens. And further, 
because the people of Kentucky, judging from the 
proceedings of their legislature, are hard pressed 
for good money enough even to pay their postages, 
I cannot see in that any conclusive reason why they 
should not be able to defray their proportion of an 
excise, duty or tax levied on whiskey. 

A consideration of these things involves several 
of the most important principles of political econo- 
my; and, asI have not the happy Knack of express- 
ing my ideas on such subjects concisely, I pray the 
patience and attention of the reader to what I shall 
say. The mind easily draws for itself a representa- 
tion of facts, which the hand must labor severely to 
place before the mind of another man with the 
same vividness and perspicuity, even if gifted with 
talent to accomplish the work; and, after all, there 
are matters about which the reader must ¢/ink for 
himself. 

There is one thing that I always desire may be 
understood—I never wittingly was, am not, nor 
ever shall be, (while I can sleep soundly upon my 
pillow as an honest man), the friend of 1npirect 
TAXaTION as the system by which revenue is to be 
raised; and I subscribe, in its fullest extent, to the 
Opinion of Joel Barlow, that such a system is “built 
upon the great aristocratical principle, that men 
must be governed by rraup; and that it can be ne- 
cessary only to that system of management which di- 
vides the nation into two parties—the party that re. 
cetves and the party that pays:” and, | msist upon it, 
that any government which draws its revenue from 
the people without their knowing of it, 1s exactly 
of the same character that a female should bear 
(with those who know her baseness), that ornaments 
her person or indulges her appetite by the wages 
of her own prostitution, cunningly concealed from 
the knowledge of her husband, by adding falsehood 
Vor, XX1.——F5 





to crime. It cannot be said that, because money 
is taken from a man’s pocket without his sensibility 
of the fact, he is not injured by it—nor can it be 
believed that a woman such as I have supposed, is 
fitted to perform the delicate and tender duties of 
awife. There isa saying that “he who is robbed, 
not knowing what he has lost, is not robbed at ali;’* 
but that is the doctrine of knaves, if applied to 
either of the cases stated—because their result, 
though the cause is unknown, must inevitably de. 
prive the persons deceived of certain comforts 
which otherwise they would enjoy. And again, f 
believe that representation and taxation as rightfully 
go together, as that a virtuous life is needful to a 
glorious hereafter; if I may be allowed to compare 
the essential qualities of a republican government 
with things of so much greater moment to myself 
and others, in our individual capacities. I boldly 
venture to say, that Mr. Ritchie is not prepared to 
contest the right of these opinions; but, if he should 
object to them, we may expect to have some inte- 
resting discussions—for, whether we agree or disa- 
gree with that gentleman, we must do him the jus- 
tice to say, that we generally understand him when 
he speaks to a subject; a manner of doing thinzs 
that I should like to see more fashionable. It is not 
always needful to tell the truth—but I pity those 
who, when tinduced to speak of a fact, are com- 
pelled to hammer their timid or dishonest brains 
to avoid the fact—a practice well apprehended and 
oftentimes duly punished in courts of justice, as it 
ought to be by the people, the supreme tribunal to 
determine right. 

I am decisively the friend of internal revenue. 
It is an abomination—it is the most contemptible 
thing imaginable, that the people and government 
of this great republic, should have their private 
prosperity and public means dependent on a few 
days sun, or rain, in England, or suffer their wel. 
fare to be meted out by the whims of European 
kings, whether they will have: peace or war with 
one another! Really, this is a condition so degrad- 
ing that I cannot think of it with patience, and it 
mortifies me to the very soul to know that it exists. 
Yet I am not at all favorable to a rejection of im. 
post duties, even for revenue, provided they are 
not relied on, if rendered subservient to the agri- 
cultural, manufacturing and commercial interests 
of the country—meaning by the latter the domes- 
tic as well as the foreigntrace: but no people ever 
was justly dealt with by their government, when 
their s#ants rather than their means were mainly 
subjected to taxation. Every freeman is liable to 
be dragged from his home to defend property—nay, 
he would not.be considered as a good citizen, if he 
refused his aid to protect the assumed rights of 
others to what they regard as property, though his 
own conscience tells him that such property cannot 
be rightfully maintained. How imperious, then, is 
the reason that property should be taxed, and espe. 
cially so when it confers legislative power? The 
only tax that is really just, ig upon the means of pay- 
ing it, and propefty represents means; but the 
‘expedient and necessary” not unfrequently jus- 
tifies a tax on the wants of a people, to equalize the 
burthens imposed or supply the demands of a State, 
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the enjoyments, and after that the wants of a com- 
munity, 18, perhaps, best calculated to promote the 
public good. But, in all cases, it is proper that the 
taxed should accurately know the amount. of his 
taxes, and when he pays them; else he is robbed, 
and government takes the character of a common 
pick-pocket. This is plain language—but it suits 
the genius of our institutions, which teaches us to 
call all things by their proper names, 


Money must be had —that is certain.* Mr. Ritchie 
may not advocate taxation according to represen- 
tation, though he will not dispute the rightfulness 


_of the principle; and be rather laughs at the idea 


of collecting an excise on domestic commodities; 
Tet him then tell us what he would do? Let us have 
his system. Certainly, he will not support any 
thing as a system which an European king can af- 
fect—but will say, that the United States are, 
and ought to be, free, sovereign and independent; 
that the people thereof are able and willing to 
maintain a government for themselves: or, that 
they should give up the “experiment.” 


Afterthis exposition of general views, I revert to 
the question—*what says Mr. Niles to the collec 
tion of a very heavy excise on whiskey?” The point 
of this query appears to be in the fact represented, 
that Kentucky cannot pay the amount of the posta. 
ges demanded therein, in what passes for money out 
of her own limits—ergo, she cannot pay an excise 
on whiskey. I protest against the corollary, and 


«think I can prove that it is not tenable; but here, 


again, we must notice certain preliminary facts. 


A. Though wicked or silly men (like the members 
of the Hartford convention, for example), have 
knowingly or ignorantly erred on the subject, it is 
an indisputable truth that the consumer of an article 
pays the tax levied on its production, except in 
some few special cases not affecting a general rule. 
Thus, the tax levied on paper during the late war, 
was a tax upon me—not on my subscribers; for 
though the cost of the material appreciated, and 
the’value of what was called a dollar depreciated, 
still the money-price of the ReeisrEer was not rais- 
ed: but Inever complained of this, though my own 
share of that solitary tax was several hundred dol- 
lars a year. 

2. The “plenty” or “scarcity” of money, in the 
ordinary understanding of the terms, has less rela- 
tion to the quantity on hand than the uses made of 
it: thus, in 1804, 5 and 6, when money was “plenty” 
it would readily bring 8 or 10 per cent. and now, 
when it is “‘scarce,”’ it is not worth 5; and perhaps 
there are more hard dollars now inthe United States 


than there was in the former period, but we have 


the less use for them. On these simple facts we 
might descant for hours—but my readers must help 
me out with thinking for themselves. 
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*The president’s message has been received 
since the preceding was written, and it appears 
that, though internal taxes were contemplated a 
little while ago, they are not considered as indis 
pensable just now; but they will be:—it is certain 
that we must resort to them sooner or later: and 
my opinion is, that the longer they are avoided the 
worse it will be for the people of the United States. 
To raise the revenue by impost, we are not only 
drained of the.cost of articles which we ought to 
make.at home, but 12 per cent. is additionally 
thrown'into the hands of foreigners, on account of 
the difference of exchange. It is as impossible 
that this state of things can continue, as to believe 
that water will cease to seek its own level. 
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3. The value of every article is determined by 


such as desire to have it. Diamonds may be dear 
at one dollar per busiel, if that dollar will purchase 
a certain quantity of subsistence; or cheap at a 
million of dollars per bushel, if that million wil} 
not procure a meal’s victuals: and these cases, 
though they appear as abstract or extreme, directly 
apply to the condition of nations and states, for 
their principle prevails every where, and wili én. 
dure until “time shall endure no longer.” But ft 
will exemplify it---silver is at present the medium 
by which we obtain teas, silks, &c. from China, and 
has what may be called a determinate value in trade 
with that empire, because we never receive it back 
again in exchange for commodities of our own; but 
suppose the Chinese should resolve to receive only 
platina in payment for their teas, &c. that metal 
would instantly rise to many times its present price 
as proportroned to that of silver (now deemed the 
most. precious), by the demand thereby created— 
and the person that happened to have 10 Ibs. of 
platina, of very little value just now, mmoght pur. 
chase, perhaps, as much tea, as another possessed 
of 1000 Ibs. of silver, highly esteemed as it is, 

4. Butto apply this matter of vaiwe, or money as 
the measure of it, to the common sense and feel. 
ings of the times: it may aimost be said that reaf 
property, houses and lots (though a beneficial change 
is evidently taking place), has no price in Baltimore, 
for an instance-- of course, it is a bad security for 
the prompt payment of debts, and the money-iend- 
ers will not take it; and it is to the men that have 
businesses which bring in money, and not to the pro- 
perty-holders, that money is now fregly lent. It is 
the presumption of payment at the time stated, and 
not the security for payment, which is regarded. 
Thus, a person doing a regular business in Balti- 
more, to the amount of only 20,000 dollars a year, 
_Without any means of meeting his engagements 
except that business, though ascertained to yield 
him not more than 10 per cent. profit per annum), 
can obtain more money at our banks than another 
person, out of business, holding real property. which 
actually cost him, or may be supposed to be honest: 
ly werth, 60,000 dollars. It is business, then, that 
circulates money and establishes iis value; not the 
wealth of those who want it. The notes of the 
bank of the commonwealth of Kentucky are bet- 
ter secured, as to final payment, than those of the 
bank of the United States; yet the latter are 30 or 
40 percent. better in the market than the former, 
because the paper of the one is for general busi- 
ness and the other of a local nature. If Kentucky, 
as a state, hed dusiness, like a merchant, according 
to her real means, tiie notes of the bank of the 
commonwealth would not be below. the par of sil- 
ver, but above the nominal value of that metal—- 
as the paper of the ‘unk of the United States now 
is in that state. Ninety nine hundredths of out 
money-transactions rest upon the present worth of 
things, as objects desired or convertible into such 
objects. 

With these preliminaries, f venture upon the 
assertion, that the imposition of an excise on whis- 
key would be more likely to render money «plen- 
tier” in Kentucky than caus: it to become “scarcer” 
—-the prompt circulation of the money-medium, 
be it what it may, depending upon the dusiness 
done; ina certain assurance that specie, as the 
best representative of value, will always seek and 
find that spot opened to trade wherein it will pro- 
duce the most of value in other commodities— 
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ing been sent there when they were nearly as 
much above the circulating medium, as the bills 
of the bank of the commonwealth of Kentucky 
are now below the par of dollars. | 

In the Reeisrer of the 10th ult. page 164, I 
clearly and incontrovertibly shewed the reason 
why a high price for the bread-stuffs which we 
have to spare, operated on the general business 
ef the nation, in raising the price of.the whole 
quantity consumed (except that part used by the 
growers of grain.) A rise of 5% per barrel on flour, 
exported, or a fifieenth part of the whole product, 
being only seven and a half millicns of deflars in 
itself, added the enormous amount of thi: ty-six 
millions to the wholesome circulating medium of 
the country. Ido not believe that any one who 
has a reputation ‘to lose, will venture an assertion, 
that the principle or practical operation of that es- 
say is visionary or delusive. Common sense, the 
experience of every man, tells us, that it is not: it 
is based upon the unalterable rules of truth. Is 
flour the only thing that can produce such a re- 
sult?~is Kentucky, as a state, chiferently situated 
to the union. as to matters of business, than the 
union isto the world? Is the rule of right—cause 
and effect, limitted by geographical boundaries; 
and if so, where are those boundarics? ‘These ques- 
tions are not offensively asked—they are designed 
only to provoke persons to think. Kentucky, as an 
exporter of whiskey, is of more importance to the 
union in regard to chat article, tian the United 
States can possibly assume in regard to the world, 
asan exporter of flour. There is no doubt about 
this. If then,arisein the price of flour in Europe 
produces such advantages to the United States, 
why should not a rise in the price of whiskey be 
uivantageous to Kentucky? Will not the latter, 
on the self-same principle, draw from other states 
a certain portion of objects desired in them, by the 
same rule that the United States might obtain such 
oyjects from Europe, in the couiingency stated? 
I cannot suppose that there is any sophistry or 
mystification in this. It is to me so plain and sim- 
ple, that I fear to insult the understanding of my 
readers by dwelling much longer upon it: but I 
will venture, though subjected to an unfavorable 
epinion of prolixity, to apply the undeniable prin- 
ciples laid down as to flour, in the case above re- 
ferred to and in relation to the people of the U. 
States, to an excise laid upon whiskey on the peo- 
ple of the state of Kentucky. 

To exhibit the special case I shall use round 
numbers—perhaps, bordering on probabilities in 
the absence of facts. But it is of no importance 
whether these numbers are nearly right or widely 
wrong, provided their relation to one another is main- 
tained. It isthe rpracrica, oprxaTion of the ex- 
cise, not the amount of it in dollars and cents, that 
is meant to be demonstrated. 

Let us suppose— 

1. Vhat 3,000,000 gallons of whiskey are annually 
distilled in Kentucky, of which the one half, or 
1,500,000 gallons, are exported to other states.* 
. That the present price of the article is 25 cents 
per galion, and the duty to be laid upon it shall 
be 10 cents per gal. 
. That the manufacturers of the article, like the 
importers of foreign goods, calculate a per centum 
on the amount of the duty as well as upon the 
cost of the article, and that the price of the com- 

*An intelligent friend is of opinion that much 

More than an half of the whole quantity distilled is 
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modity is thereby raised to the moderate sum of 
374 cents per gallon. ues 

4, That the government willextend to the domestic 
manufacturers of whiskey, the same amount of 
protection which is afforded to foreign manufac- 
turers of cloths, &c. in a credit for the duties, 
six, twelve or eighteen months; and thereby fur- 
nish the distillers of whiskey with a CAPITAL 
to carry on their business, like that which is now 
afforded tothe importing merchants: and surely, 
the former, our own countrymen, are as much 
entitled to this favor, as foreigners, or these in- 
terested only in the sale of foreign commodities, 
3,000,009 gals. of whiskey at 374 cents $1,125,000 
The same at 25 cents 750,000 


375,000 


This amount of something—I care not what it is 

called, but it is a wholesome circulating medium, 

immediately brought to act upon the relations be- 

tween man and man; and, asa credit with the go- 
vernment is always created in proportion asthe. 
payment of duties is made, it remains permanent, 

and answers every possible purpose of gold and 

silver—exactly as a rise in the price of flour acts 

upon the people of the grain-growing states. There 

cannot, possibly, be any difference in the principleg. 
except in favor of Kentucky in this respect: be- 

cause she exports about one half the amount of 
her whiskey distilled, whereas the grain-growing 
states Cannot spare more than a one fifteenth part 
of their bread stuffs. We all understand the effect 
of a rise in the price of flour—must not like eauses 
produce like effects? And, in what possible case 

can Kentucky, as an exporter of whiskey to other 
states, be conditioned differently from the grain- 
growing states, as exporters of flourto Europe? A 
rise in the price of whiskey would enable Kentucky 
to receive from other states their specie, or the 
goods that they deal in, precisely as a rise in the 
price of flour would affect the rate of exchange on 
England, or enable our merchants to import more 
of her manufactures. Now this scems as plain to 
me as that the sun shines at noon-day; and [ ven- 
ture to say that the circu.ation of the additional va. 
lue, caused by the increased price of whiskey, 
would vivify the internal commerce of Kentucky, 
and raise the value of her paper money ten or fif- 
teen per cent. in a few weeks. There is not any 
thing strange or marvellous in this, because we 
know itis practice, andnottheory, It is the means 
to pay and not the amount paid, on which the fa- 
cility or difficulty of payment rests. 





Difference 


But after all that may be said, subjects of politi- 
cal economy cannot be understood except by those 
who think upon them—and hence it is that they 
are so httle attended to: and, indeed, the ease with 
which both the government and people of the U. 
States have beenaccustomed to get along, has not 
rendered much thinking necessary. However, ar- 
tificial things have passed away and realities press 
upon us, and the government and people will be 
compelled to think. Again—on the amount of cre- 
dit for duties granted to the distillers, they levy a 
profit of 25 percent. ‘This profit acts as an addi- 
tional duty on the consumers of Kentucky whis- 
key out of the state, and really draws into the state 
an additional amount of profit on the commodity 
exported, at the rate of 24 ceats per gallon, 


If Mr. Ritchie will do me the honor to consider 
these remarks, and yet believes that his question is 
not answered, I shall be thankful for his reasdng, 





exported. 


| hoping that he will meet the case with them, 
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The £Enguirer notices my late “Desultory Re- 
marks.” ‘The editor says they may be called “a 
dissertation on things in general.’ They were 

meant to bear such a designation, and to. convey 
what I deemed important things in a manner that 
might Icad the people to a consideration of them; 
‘for the people are best pleased with «desulto- 
ry” reading, Jt was my purpose so to write that 
“my writing might be read, and the best evidence 
that I accomplished that purpose is found in their de- 
mad which has been made for that particular num- 
-ber of the “Register;’? many gentlemen having re- 
.quested asecond copy.* It appears too, that the 
‘able editor of the Enguirer has been, at least, induc- 
ed to look over that very long article, though his 
time is so much occupied by the severe duties of 
his business—and this is a compliment of considera- 
ble value. _He says; also, “there is much good 
sense insome parts of it,”? and does not appear dis- 
_ posed to object to any thing that I said, except that 
_ part which relates to Virginia; to whom, he thinks 
that [have given “a few cross buttocks, as the Eng- 
lish gladiators call them.” He contends that it is 
more the misfortune than the fault of Virginia (on 
account of her slaves), that she has not advanced in 
population, &c. like others of the states,”uid ob- 
serves—~ 
_ “it is on our public works, that Mr. N. seems 
most to be in fault. He asks where are our schools, 
canals, &c. He seems to be ignorant, that besides 
eloquent reports, we have solid funds appropriated 
to these. purposes—that our literary fund owns a 
permanent capital of near 41,200,000, besides seve- 
ral sources which annually flow into it; out of which 
45,000 are annually appropriated to the education 
of poor children; 15900 annually to a great univer. 
sity, besides 89,000 which has been vested in its 
erection. Is he ignorant that we have a fund for 
internal improvement, at least to 1,500,000, mostly 
vested in productive stock—out of which are annu- 
ally appropriated large sums to ‘canals, rivers, roads 
&ec.? Let these funds be wisely used, and time 
will show the noblest fruits of this policy.—No 
Virginian, who understands these things, need 
blush at our want of wisdom or public snirit, and 
it will be his boast, that while with one hand he 
guards the constitution, with the other he is at- 
tempting’to raise up some of the noblest monu- 
ments of public improvement.” 

I was not ignorant of the amount of the Literary 
Fund, or of that set apart for Internal Improvement 
in Virginia. The great resources of that state were 
pretty well known to me; but I regretted the non- 
application or misapplication of them; and still con- 
tend, that an eloguent repori appears more desirable 
to the policy of Virginia than a practical result. I 
ask Mr. Ritchie, if this is not true? promising to 
alter my opinion, with gladness of heart, on a shew 
of the wrong. Ihave been so long accustomed to 


Quam 


*A letter from a member of congress says—«I 
have just finished a second reading of your ‘de- 
sultory remarks’ laughing heartily at the drawing- 
room scene. You handle our financiers in con- 
gress and the administration roughly—they will 
not thank you for doing so.” 

Upon my word!—I did not expect to receive the 
thanks of “uur financiers in congress and the admi- 
nistration,” though, with the greatest modesty, I 
think that they were well earned by my telling 
them the truTH—a considerable rarity when offce- 
giving men are to be spoken of: but if t/ey will not 
thank me, the free productive persons of the Uni- 
ted States, my patron, will do it. 





” 
pte oad 


regard the whole union, and to meddle so little with 
local matters, as to have no favorite among the 
states; and, as I shall answer for it, can conscientious. 
ly say, that 1 wish each and every one to be equally 
prosperous: but Virginia had my “first love,”- and 
I trust, that she has not been injured by telling her 
freely what seemed the truth. I repeat my ques. 
tion—‘“‘where are her common schools, turnpike 
roads, noble bridges, useful canals?” Where are 
the fruits of her mighty means to do good? Are 
they on paper or in fact? Let them be exhibited 
tor the edification of the people of other states, that 
they, too, may run a race of glory in exalting the 
depressed—in conquering prejudices, in giving 
dignity to the character of man, in promoting the 
welfare of society. Shew us the good—-let us see 
and feel the resu/t, and then we may be enabled 
to judge how much has been sacrificed to theory, 
how much gapplied to practice. Virginia might 
rightfully aspire to the lead in whatever improves 
a country cr benefits its free population; and why 
has she not that pre-eminence? I say, that it is 
from the errers ec; her legislation, the unhappy dis- 
position of mind in ber great men,—-rather disposed 
‘to settle abstract questions of right than accom- 
plish positive benefits.” I likened Maryland io Vir- 
ginia: we appropriate 25,000 dollars per annum 
to the support of schools, and Virginia gives only 
45,000. Where is the good that results to either? 
In Maryland, with less than 300,000 white persons, 
I verily believe that there are more native cilizens 
who cannot read and write, than in all the Eastera 
states—more than in the great states of New- 
York and Pennsylvania, with eight times as many 
white inhabitants. Here is a sort of eloquence 
that speaks to the heart—the best of all comments 
on practical lezislation. And, after some enquiry 
last winter at Annapolis and of several distinguished 
gentlemen since, I have arrived at the conclusion, 
that, for the want of a system to do good, at least 
three-fourths of our expenditures, as if for schools, 
never reaches the ohject on which the whole amount 
of money is intended toact. Is Virginia differently 
situated? nay,supplied as she is with the most splen- 
did talents in almost every department of learning, 
| how is it that so many thousands of her noble young 
men have so long proceeded to the north, to receive 
education, draining her, perhaps, of two or three 
hundred thousand dollars a year, to be expended 
in acquiring the higher branches of literature? But 
she is building a great university—that is, the edi- 
fices, of brick and stone, are erecting for the re- 
ception of such students; but I fear that the institu- 
tion will appear better on paper than in practice, 
unless it is given up more than it probably will be 
to individual enterprize—without a great change 
in the policy of legislation: ¢o do, rather than to spear. 
I desire as fervently as any Virginan could wish 
I should, that my anticipations may not be realized. 
I have no ambition to prophecy evil. 





More conrvsion, From ihe Norfolk Herald. We 
learn that a question has been submitted to the at- 
torney-general of the United States, whether free 
persons of color are, in the state of Virginia, citl- 
zens of the United States within the imtent at 
meaning of the acts of congress regulating the 
foreign and coasting trade, so as to qualify them for 
owning or commanding vessels? and that the atto™ 
ney-general bas given it as his opinion that free 
persons of color in Virginia cannot be considered 
as citizens of the United States, and that, therefore, 
such persons cannot, within the intent and meaning 





lof the acts referred to, own or command vessels 
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This is an important fact, from the operation of 
which we foresee much embarrassment, for, as the 
decision of the attorney-general cannot. apply to 
free persons of color in those states where they are 
admitted to citizenship, a vessel may be lawfully 
commanded by a free colored person to trade from 
New York to Philadelphia, or from any one port to 
another, under the jurisdiction of states acknow. 
lJedging such persons as citizens,:and yet be pro. 
hibited from going from any such port to one 
where no such acknowledgment exists. A vessel, 
for example, coming from New.York, in command 
of a colored person, with lawful papers and regu 
lar clearance, would not be admitted to entry, we 
presume, in a port in Virginia; or if permitted, it 
must be as a foreign vessel, and paying tonnage as 
such. And again—if a free colored person owning 
a vessel, wishes to sell her, how is he to make the 
transfer? Not being owned by a citizen of the Unit- 
ed States, no papers could be taken out for her; 
for the purposesof navigation; therefore, she would 
be useless, It is well that congress is about to meet, 
as some legislation is certainly required to unravel 
and adjust the perplexities with which this con- 
flicting state of things is pregnant.” 

(7? We trust that there is some misunderstanding 
as to the opinion attributed to the attorney-general 
of the United States, in the case stated. Really, we 
are heartily sick of these made-up collisions between 
the United States and the states, and between the 
states themselves. There isa great deal too much 
of law and toc little of common sense prevailing, for 
the good of the republic. But it is impossible to 
believe that a vessel, owned in New-York by a 
person of color, regularly cleared out at that port 
by an officer of the United States for a port in 
Virginia, can be refused an entry at that port by 
another United States’ officer: if so, the legislature 
of New-York may make foreign vessels of those of 
Yirginia, if owned by persons possessing slaves, or 
for any other cause that the legislature may be 
pleased to assign—such as if the owner uses spec- 
tacles, or is accustomed to exercise on horseback. 
The sovereign power, in cases where it exists, may 
be extended to these things as well as to the color 
of persons. 

The matter, in itself, is of very little importance; 
and, if it is fairly represented, we only sce in it a 
perseverance in that useless spirit of litigation 
which prefers shadow to substance and speculation 
to nght. [Ep, Ree. 
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Inland Navigation. 


Report of the, president and managers of the 
Union Canal Company of Pennsylvania, present- 
ed to the stockholders, at their annual meeting, 
on the 20th of November, 1821. 


{In obedience to the injunctions of the charter, 
the president and managers of the Union Canal 
Company of Pennsylvania, lay before the stock- 
holders the follewing 

REPORT: 
_ Immediately upon the organization of the board, 
in the month of May last,a committee was appointed 
on the important subject of an engineer. That 
committee entered with alacrity upon the duties 
assigned to them, and having communicated, by 
letter, with almost all parts of the United States, 
where canals had been undertaken, they collected 
& variety of information as to the talents and quali- 
fications of different individuals, who had been, or 


From the knowledge thus obtained, the board 
determined to select Loammi Baldwin, esq. of 
Boston, as the engineer; and a negociation was ac- 
cordingly opened with him on the subject, through 
the agency of James Lloyd, esq. formerly of the 
senate of the United States. Pending this nego- 
ciation, Mr. Baldwin visited the line of the’ canal, 
as projected, near Lebanon, in company with a 
committee of the board, for the purpose of satis- 
fying himself upon the practicabglity and general 
nature of the undertaking, and an agreement was 
finally made with him to enter the service of the 
company, on the thirteenth day of September last, 
that being the earliest period at which he could 
free himself from his private concerns, and pre- 
existing arrangements, 

Having chosen Mr, Baldwin, upon the concur- 
ring testimony of gentlemen.of the first character 
in different parts of the United States where he 
has been employed, the board feel an assurance, 
confirmed by the experience had during the short 
time that he has been engaged by them, that his 
science, skill and diligence, have not been unduly 
commended, and that his selection is an cvent 
highly propitious to the interests of the undertak- 
ing. 

The board having had, previous to their appoint- 
ment, but little personal knowledge of the country, 
through which the canal is intended to be carried, 
the members have at different times arranged them- 
selves into committees, who have, as occasions pre- 
sented, visited it for the purpose of information. 
The first of these visits was made on the thirteenth 
day of June last, when measures were arranged to 
survey and level the western descent, from the 
summit, by the course of the Quittipahilla and 
Swatara, to the Susquehanna, the fall of which had 
not been before ascertained. This survey was ac- 
complished throughout, under the personal super- 
intendence of the president, and is believed to have 
been made with great accuracy. 

The distance, following the margin of the 
streams, is thirty four miles and eleven perches, 
and the fall from the water surface of the summit 
to the Susquehanna, at the mouth of the Swatara, 
as thus ascertained, appears to be 220 feet. 
Which, added to the fall of the Tulpe- 

hocken, from the same line to the 

Schuylkill, as reported by Mr. Weston 310 





Gives a total of 530 

To be overcome by locks, according to the plan 
as formerly in part executed. 

Should the summit, however, be lowered,a sav- 
ing of lockage will be made at each of its enas 
equal to the amount of the reduction. 

The result of this survey also shows, that the sur- 
face of the Susquehanna, at the mouth of the Swa- 
tara, is 276 feet above the tide at Philadelphia. 

Suggestions having been made as to the practi- 
cability of cutting through the middle ground, 
which divides the waters flowing into the Quittipa- 
hilla from those flowing Tulpehocken, and by low. 
ering the summit about forty feet, causing those 
streams to mingle at a common level, where the 
supply of water was deemed abundant, the same 
opportunity was improved, to make various exami- 
nations connected with that ohject. Levels and 
borings were taken, in order to ascertain the na- 
ture of the soil, and the probable quantity of ex. 
cavation. 

Similar examinations were made along*and near 
the line of the old summit, where wells aiso were 





were then, engaged in works of that description, 


dug, for the purpose of discovering the difficulties 
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to be encountered, should it he found expedient to 
continue upon that route, at a lower level. 

The different services aboye mentioned, having 
occupied the time of the president, until some time 
in the month of August, he was then requested by 
the board to proceed to Massachusetts, in order to 
view the great dam and locks lately completed by 
Mr. Baldwin, between Boston and Brooklyn, and 
the Middlesex canal; and to return through New 
York, for the purpose of examining the works of 
the Erie and Champlain canals. From Boston he 
Was accompanied by Mr. Baldwin, and having gone 
to Fort Edward on the latter, and to Rome on the 
former, they returned to Philadelphia on the twen- 
ty-seventh day of September. Much information 
was obtained in the course of this tour, the useful- 
ness of which, the board have no doubt, will be ap- 
parent in the progress of the work. 


' The engineer commenced his labors at the mid- 
dle ground on the fourth day of October, and from 
that time has been assiduously engaged in his du- 
ties there. On the nineteenth instant, he present- 
ed his report, relative to the summit, which now 
awaits the decision of the board. Upon a perusal 
of this report, the board are of opinion, that every 
doubt as to the supply of water, and the entire 
practicability of the undertaking at the summit, the 
most material point, must vanish. 


The board are sensible of the anxiety which is 
felt by the public, relative to the great state object 
entrusted to their car«, and have been strenuous in 
their exertions to fulfil whatever might be reason- 
ably expected from them. ‘They are also aware, 
that an actual commencement to excavate some 
part of the ‘line of the canal, would be generally 
considered a more satisfactory evidence of their 
diligence, than any thing which it is now in their 
power to exhibit. They beg, however, to re- 
mark, that every work ofthis nature must denend, 
in a great measure, for its succegstul and econo- 
mical accomplishment, upon the due adjustment of 
its plan, soas to guard all points of difficulty, and 
take advantage of all that are favorable. Until 
the engineer should have a full opportunity for 
examination, the board have felt it to be their duty 
not to incur any considerable expenditure upon 
views, which might eventually prove defective or 
impracticable. 

Notime will now be lost in determining upon 
the plan; after which, contracts will be entered 
‘into as soon as possible; and a small supply of 
tools and implements having beeen already provid- 
ed, such progress will be made with the work as 
the season may permit. Much cannot, however, 
be accomplished, until the ensuing spring. In the 
interim, the details of the work will be thoroughly 
prepared by the engineer, and every arrangement 
will be made to prosecute it with the most vigor. 
ous industry. 

The accounts of the treasurer, herewith sub- 
nfitted, will shew the particulars of the sums re. 
ceived and paid by him, and the balance of §55,- 
665 03, remaining in hand, on the first instant. 


A statement of the lottery fund is also annexed, 
exhibiting the amount of 72,245 dollars and 12 
cents, as having accumulated from that source, in 
aid of the funds of the company. Of that amount 
2,645 dollars and 12 cents, were invested by the 
late board of managers in six per cent. stock of 
the United States, the par value of which is 59,389 
dollars and 96 cents, and the balance remains in 
cash, the authority to invest under,the charter, 
having expired at the end of the year 1820, 


Ww ey 
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| A schedule is hereunto presented, which exhi. 
bits the real property near Lebanon, now held by 
the company, consisting of the water rights and 
}the feeders, and theland occupied by the line of 
the canal for an extent of about eight miles, and 
some grounds purchased for brick yards. The wa- 
ter rights include all the main sources of the Tul. 
pehocken and Quittipahilla creeks. The original. 
cost of so much of this property as was paid for, 
according to valuation by inquisition, was about 
49,000 dollars, and of the residue, which was ob. 
tained by private contract, about 7,000 dollars. 
Almost the whole of this property may be consi. 
dered as not only available, but essential for the 
purposes of the canal. 

There appears also to be vested in the company, 
a part of the ground occupied by the Delaware and 
Schuytkill canal, the cost of which is beheved to 
have exceeded 4000 dollars, but the precise amount 
has not been ascertained, 

On the subject of future income from lotteries, 
the board feel great pleasure in being enxbled to 
state, that they have made a contract with a gen. 
tleman of the first respectability, upon terms. far 
more advantageous to the company than those 
heretofore obtained; and they feel warranted in 
the opinion, that ample means to meet the interest 
upon the new stock will be raised from this source, 
without having recourse to the treasury of the com- 
monwealth for the payment of any part of it. 


As the question of conipensation to the officers 
of the company, will naturally arise at this time, 
the board deem it proper to remark, that from the 
period of their organization, the attention of the 
president has been almost exclusively devoted to 
the affairs of the company. During a large por. 
tion of the time, he has been absent from his re- 
sidence in its service, having encountered much 
fatigue, and devoted himself with industry and 
assiduity to its interests. A portion of the time 
of the secretary and treasurer has also been re- 
quired daily, from the same period. Under these 
circumstances, it appears to the board but just, 
that the salaries which may be agreed upon, should 
date their commencement as early as possible, after 
those gentlemen were severally appointed. 

Having thus placed before the stockholders, the 
measures adopted in the performance of their duty, 
together with a general statement of their affairs, 
it may be proper to bring into riew some of the 
advantages which will most probably result from 
the completion of this important work. 


In the examination made by the president, of 
the operations on the Middlesex canal, he ascer- 
tained that a horse, attended by a man and a boy, 
can convey about twenty-five tons twenty-five 
miles in one day; the expense of which would be 
as follows: 


One man at one dollar per day, G1 00 
One boy at fifty cents do 50 
One horse atone dollar do 1 00 
Use of the boat do 1 50 
Extra, | 1 00 

Per day, B5 00 


At the above rate of travelling, it would require 
three days to pass from the mouth of the Swa- 
tara to the mouth of the Tulpehocken $15 00 

Toll which may be demanded by the com- 
pany, $1 40-100 per ton on twenty-five 

tons, 35 00 


—_—— 





$50 00 
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Making two dollars per ton, or a fraction more 
than eighteen cents per barrel of flour, for seventy- 
five mites ot distance. 

Suppose, then, that the canal should be naviga- 
ble 250 days in the year, and that there should be 
an average passage of only fifteen boats per day, 
the above toll of $1 40 100 per ton, would produce 

131,350: thus leaving to the stockholders, after a 
full allowance for repairs and expenses, an income 
which would give an ample remuneration for the 
application of their capital, and to the public a 
mode of conveyance of about one-fifth the cost of 
the present hind carriage. 

While, however, these results may reasonably 
be looked for, it must be obvious, that by produc- 
jng a more intimate conneciion between the inte- 
rior of the siate and its commercial capital, they 
will tend to cement the good will which ou,ht to 
exist between members of the same community; 
and that while etforts of the most extraordinary 
magtiitude are making by our enterprizing neigh. 
bors to engross the tradc of the west, the comple- 
tion of the Union canal, in connection with the 

Schuylkil! navigation, may be considered as the 
great link of a system of internal navigation, which, 
by a affording a cheap and certain mode of trans- 
portation, will enable the state of Pennsylvania to 
retain the high standing which the extent and in- 
dustry of her population, and her resources, so 
justly entitle her to. 

In closing this report, it may not be irrelevant 
to remark, that the managers of the Schuy]kill Na- 
vigation Company, believing that an union of in- 
terest exists between the two companies, have de- 
fermined, even at an increased expense, to extend 
their canal navigation below Reading, instead of 
keeping, as was originally intended, in the bed of 
the river. thus giving to the boats which may pass 
through the Union canal an increased facility in 
their approach to Philadelphia. 

By order of the board, 
SAMUEL MIFFLIN, President. 

Philadelphia, Nov. 20, 1821. 


NAVIGATION OF THE SUSQUEHANNA. 


Columbia, Nov 20, 1821. 
' The commissioners appointed by the citizens of 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, and Baltimore, Maryland, 
to devise and superintend the execution of mea- 
sures,necessary to promote the improvement of the 
navigation ef the Susquehanna, convened this day 
at the town of Columbia; and, having interchang- 
ed sentiments and views on the occasion of their 
appointment, determined to make the following 
report to their fellow-citizens. : 

The improvement of the navigation of the Sus- 
quehanna, from the town of Columbia to the Chesa- 
peake, being equally interesting to the people of 
Pennsylvania and Maryland, the means necessary 
to accomplish this desirable end should be provid- 
ed at the common charge of the two states. It 
only remains that a plan be adopted to have the 
subject, in all relations, carried early to the con- 
sideration of their legislatures. It is known that 
the citizens of Lancaster and Baltimore have al- 
ready signed memorials for that purpose; and there 
can be no doubt that they will be in readiness to 
be presented, on the meeting of those bodies. The 
commissioners will, nevertheless, take care that 
the memorials aforesaid, shall not only be present- 
edin due time,. but, also, urged on the attention 
of the legislatures with and earnestness becoming 


wer at 


The commissioners regret that, owing to the un 
usual sickness which has recently afflicted the in- 
habitants on the Susquehanna, they have been pre- 
vented from attempting the survey and improve- 
ments which they were authorised to make; but it 
is believed that no-new survey or chart to be made, 
would add any thing to the information already 
possessed, with regard to the obstructions of the 
navigation of the Susquehanna. The commission- 
ers have been furnished with a splendid chart of 
the river, composed from the actual surveys of the 
most respectable i, ae of the country, show- 
ing most satisfactorily the whole character-of the 
river. More could not be obtained by any new 
surveys or charts, executed at whatever expense; 
and the chart above mentioned, can be had at all 
times when reference to it shall be needful or re- 
quired, : 
With regard to the sum which shall be required 
to complete the navigation, it is unnecessary to of- 
fer an opinion, which at present could only be con- 
jectural, whether expressed by a professional en- 
gineer or common citizen. Nothing but the actual 
application of the means, and the consummation of 
the work, can ascertain with any certainty the cost; 
but the commissioners are fully persuaded that it 
will not in any event prove burthensome to either 
state. On this head the commissioners recommend 
that the appropriations for the contemplated im- 
provements be annually made, not exceeding at 
any one time, more than can be expended in one 
season; for by this policy, the expenditure may al- 
ways be restricted within the bounds of sound Ic¢- 
gislative discretion. And it is further recommend- 
ed, that a board of superintendants be appointed, 
jointly, by the legislature. of both states, who. shall 
have power to employ an engineer, and direct from 
time to time the work to be done, until the whole 
shall be considered sufficiently perfect. All other 
details, in relation to this subject, the commission. 
ers are of opinion, ought to be submitted to the 
discretion of the legislatures, which will no doubt 
adopt the most suitable course for their discussion 
and seitlement. : 
This great object cannot be accomplished in one 
day, nor in one year; and, theretore, the commis- 
sioners take this opportunity to recommend to their 
fellow citizens, and all the agents employed in fur- 
therance of their views, to exercise the patience, 
perseverance and campromise, necessary to the at- 
tainment of the great benefits to be expected from 
a good navigation of the Susquehanna; and, in con- 
clusion, they have no doubt, that harmony and 
concert among the people, and between the legisla- 
tures of the two states, will altimately triumph with 
complete success. 3 





ISAAC M’KIM, Chairman. 
E. H. CUMMINS, Secretary. 
JOHN F. HOWARD, - 
JOSEPH W. PATTERSON, 
HENRY HALDEMAN, : 
JACOB STRICKLER, © 
JOHN EVANS. 





FROM THE AMERICAN. | 
DESCENT OF THE SUSQUEHANNA. 

To the commissioners of Baltimore, whom I latc- 
ly accompanied on their tour to and from Columbia, 
lam greatly indebted for. the opportunity of de. 
scending the Susquehanna from that town to Havre- 
de-Grace. This opportunity I had anxiously de- 
sired, ever since the navigation of that river be. 
came a subject interesting to this community; and 





their importance. 


|i do now rejoice that it came with circumstances 
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peculiarly calculated to afford me pleasure and 
profit. The gentlemen, with whom I travelled on 
this occasion, yield tu none in zeal to serve the per- 
manent interests of Baltimore, exerting all means 
in their power to promote enquiries and collect in- 
formation, which may have a bearing on the navi- 

tion of the Susquehanna; and being themselves 
well qualified to make accurate observation, and 
suggest improvements where required, they greatly 
contributed to enhance the conclusions I have form- 
ed, and in the sequel briefly state for the informa- 
tion of my fellow citizens. 


Waving closed their duties inthe convention of 
the commissioners at Columbia; the gentlemen from 
Baltimore determined in returning home, to descend 
the Susquehanna to Havre-de Grace, conceiving 
that course best calculated to procure the informa. 
tion which should guide them in their future pra- 
ceedings. They accordingly purchased a boat, for- 
ty-five feet long, and drawing, when unladen, per- 
haps six inches; and having emploved four hands, 
two of whom are river pilots, commenced the de- 
scent of the river from Columbia at 9 o’clock A.M. 
the wind blowing fresh ahead. No serious ob- 
struction of the navigation, ascending or descending, 
presented, until the party arrived off Turkey Hill; 
the river to that point, distant from Columbia five 
miles, preserving a surface expanded from two to 
three miles, and diversified by shallows, shoals, and 
iSlands. The Flint-bar, Stall’s rifles, and Whist- 
ler’s-bar, can scarcely be regarded as obstructions 
worthy of notice; requiring nothing more than 
slight wing-dams, and the removal of a few loose 
rocks, to deepen the channel in the lowest stages 
of the watef. <A swell of six inches in the river 
puts them all out of the question. 


At Turkey Hill, the river is forced by the ap- 
proximation of the shores, into a narrow ravine, 
and the water being collected into one column is 
thrown over abarof rocks. The deepest channel, 
and that altogether used, is-formed by a depres- 
sion of this bar very near to the eastern shore. 
The current here becomes rapid, and the column 
rolling swiftly round a craggy point, and over a 
rough bottom, assumes an angry countenance: but 
soon becomes steady and tranquil. The ‘frail 
bark” glided through with a steady motion, regard- 
ing little the thumping on her bottom of a few sur- 
ges, recoiling from the neighboring shore. This 
whole scene furnishes no cause of alarm to the most 
timorous navigator: and need never be regarded 
as a serious difficulty in the descending navig:tion. 
It might be supposed from this representation, that 
it would be utterly impracticable to ascend this fall 
with any kind of craft; but such a conclusion is not 
warranted by the circumstances. Nature, consist. 


ent in her economy, has left to man the means of 


overcoming this obstruction at a small expense.— 
The channel being close to the shore and that shore 
practicable for a good tow-path, there is no impe- 
diment in the way of a permanent and complete as 
cending navigation. Much more might be added, 
in explanation of the improvements which may be 
here established, but enough has been said for the 
present occasion. 


Leaving Turkey Hill, the obstacles next occur- 
ring are confessedly of little consideration; consist- 
ing chiefly of Frie’s-rock, Frie’s-falls, Wheeling- 
falls and Wussinger’s-falls: all of which may be cor- 
rected by the explosion of afew sturdy rocks: a 
process well understood and not a little practised 
on the river, of which there are not a few evidences 
along its shores. 





Next succeed Eischelman’s-sluice, Hessian-rock, 
Point-falls, Hangman’s-rock, House-rock, and the. 
Indian-steps. Of these Eischelman’s-sluice is ob. 
viously the most dangerous, on account of the ne. 
cessity of changing the direction of the vessel ex. 
actly on the rapid, to avoid a blind rock at the 
foot, on which rafts and arks sometimes drive, 
This is a mancuvre of some intricacy, in steering 
those unwieldly structures: but a boat, being more , 
easily commanded, is not exposed to their catas. 
trophes. The boat used on this occasion, perform. 
ed admirably in running through this sluice. All 
required to make this pass perfectly safe, for a 
descending vessel, isto blow out the rock just 
mentioned, which lies here in ambush to catch the 
unskilful in a critical moment.. The ascent of 
Eischelman’s-sluice must be managed in the same 
way with that suggested inthe case of the Turkey 
Hill Falls. 

The Indian steps are several sluices in quick 
succession, running through straight defiles; and 
may be ascended by the use of tow lines, and ring. 
bolts fixed in the latteral rocks. These steps form 
beautiful natural curiosities, which fully reward the 
visitor for the time spent in viewing them. 

Traversing for seyeral miles a slack water river, 
the party at length arrived at Cullie’s falls, and in 
a minute ran them down, the surges splashing a 
a little over the larbord bow. On recurring to the 
level of thé river above, the eye, without the aid 
of an instrument, determined the whole descent 
at this place, to be from six to eight feet, in the 
distance of a few hundred yards. This is the 
steepest rapid in the river from Columbia to the 
tide; but in this instance, the boat neither pitched 
not dipped; no one of the company having been 
seriously incommoded. 

At Cullie’s falls we spoke the General Jackson, 
captain Connelly, ascending the river, laden with 
sixteen tons of plaister and twenty-five barrels of 
herrings. This incident wasthe most grateful that 
occyrred in the expedition; affording a practical 
confirmation of the utility and feasibility of the va- 
rious improvements and expedients which had been 
suggested, at different points, by the several gen- 
tlemen on board, The General Jackson is a keel 
boat, equipped with poles, oars, a windlass and tow 
lines; and had nearly accomplished the ascent of 
the falls. Having chosen a route on the western 
side of the rapid, she was feeling her way among 
the rocks. This route, though at present much 
obstructed by rocks, which may be blown out, is 
less steep than that on the eastern side, and, when 
properly cleared, will be more eligible for ascend- 
ing boats, It ought to be improved without delay. 

Wishing the General Jackson good speed, anda 
safe arrival at Columbia, the party continued on 
their course, meeting with no other capital obsta- 
cle votil they arrived at Neale’s falls, which they 
found of secondary consideration only, when com- 
pared with the obstructions detailed above. Thence 
to the head of the Susquehanna canal, the naviga- 
tion in either direction is good; the shoals and shal- 
lows of Peach-Bottom, like many of those above 
not particularly noticed, requiring only to be deep- 
ened by the familiar process of blowing rocks and 
constructing wing-dams. ’ 

The descending nayigation, in the times of high 
flood, is now very good, requiring only the explo- 
sion of a few rocks, lurki: under the surface, and 
straightening the channels for arks and rafts; struc- 
tures which will long be preferred to a small boat 
for bringing the produce of the fields and forests to 
market. The arks are not intended to return, be- 
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ing generally broken up and sold as lumber. The 


rafts are formed of logs, scantling and planks, and 
float in the water. Boats must be used for the as- 


cending trade; and the principal improvements are ; served its rapids, which properly belon 


wanted to accommodate them when the river is 
low. Besides the expedients suggested above, 
there can be found no impediment to the construc. 
tion of short canals around the principal falls, each 
of which may be completely overcome by one lock. 
At Cullie’s falls, for instance, the descent is suppos- 
ed not to exceed six or seven feet, which would not 

require a lock of greater height; and it is known 
that locks are calculated,by experienced engineers, 
to be quite equal to support a head of nine feet. In 
short, there are so many ways of getting over all 
the difficulties, that the matter will end inthe choice 
of etpedients, according to the demands of facili- 
ties to accommodate the trade of the river. Every 

experiment on the ascending navigation, will, for a 
time, develope some necessary improvement; and, 
therefore, the commissioners have well determined 
to recommend to the legislatures of the states of 
Pennsylvania and Maryland, annual appropriations 
of such sums as may be from time to time discreetly 
applied. It may not be improper here to state, that 
the boats used last summer in navigating the river, 
are from seventy to eighty feet long, and, perhaps, 
too unmanageable in ascending. Mr. ‘M’Kim, who 
has not a little nautical experience, and who has 
traversed the St. Lawrence, suggested the substi- 
tution of the Canadian boat, in lieu of those now in 
use, being of a construction better adapted to the 
ascending trade. The Canadian boat would carry 
lighter burthens, but require fewer hands to man 
them, and make up the deficiency of tonnage by 
quicker passages. The suggestion is entitled to the 
attention of all who propose to embark in the trade 
of the Susquehanna, which, I have no doubt, will 
increase to the great benefit of Baltimore, and con 
fusion of the enemies of her future growth and 
prosperity. 

From the wholejview of the Susquehanna, I am 
constrained to express my undisguised astonish- 
ment at the very extravagant and unfounded re- 
presentations of this noble river, which have been 
industriously circulated to the great prejudice of 
Baltimore. The pilots, accustomed to steer arks 
and rafts, from the Conewago falls downward, to 
justify the enormous and unwarrantable demands 
they make for their services, have too habitually 
magnified the dangers; nor is there room for the 
exercise of much more charity for the reports of 
some engineers, although we may admire the fine 
scenography of their charts. 

_ What if one raft or ark, of twenty descending the 
river, strike upon a rock, and some or the whole of 
the property be lost; what if two or three men, in 
the course of twenty years, be drowned, is this a 
reason, how much soever such events are to be de- 
plored, for abandoning one of the finest rivers run- 
ning into the Atlantic? On the same grounds, the 
ocean may be forever forsaken, and more than one 
half of this globe determined to be made in vain. 

The Susquehanna has been literally slandered 
by too many who have heretofore undertaken to 
pourtray its character, and state its capacities to 
accommodate the trade of the territory with which 
itisconnected. In a long course of perhaps five 
hundred miles, it affords good navigation; and, pro- 
fiting by its great natural facilities, it would be un. 
kind in us to complain of a very few miles of diffi- 
culty, Having literally canalled the mountains for 
us, and opened, to our very doors, the way for the 


snot to be ungenerously stigmatized for a-very few 
obstacles, lying too in the midst of the oldest anc 
most dense population of the country. It has rée- 
to the 
mountain regions, and brought them forward,where 
the means of their correction have early accumu- 
lated. In this respect, the Susquehanna has prov- 
ed itself friendly to the people on its shores, and 
particularly partial to the emporium of the Chesa- 
peake.. E. H. CUMMINS. . 








Seventeenth Congress—first session. 

Monday last, the 3d, being the day appointed by 
the constitution for the commencement of the first 
session of the seventeenth congress, the two houses 
assembled in their respective chambers at the ca- 
pitol. 





IN THE SENATE, 

The president pro. tem. Mr. Gaillard, took the 
chair at a few minutes past 12 o’clock, and the roll 
being called, a quorum was found to be present, 
as designated in the following list. 

{ This list gives the names of a// the present sena- 
tors of the United States, and, to sare the trouble 
and room of a repetition of their names, those 
who were not present on the first day of meeting, 
are marked with a* 

New-Hampshire.—David L. Morril, John F. Par- 
rott. 

Massachusetts.—Harrison G, Otis,* Elijah H. 
Mills.* 

Connecticut.—Elijah Boardman, James Lanman. 

Rhode Island.—Nehemiah R. Knight, James De- 
Wolf. 

Vermont.—William A. Palmer, Heary Seymour. 

New-York.—Rufus King, Martin Van Beuren. . 

New-Jersey.— Mahlon Dickerson, Saml. L. South- 
ard. . 

Pennsylyania.— Walter Lowrie, (one vacancy. ) 

Delaware.—Nicholas Vandyke* (one vacancy. ) 

Maryland.—Edward Lloyd* (one vacancy. ) 

Virginia.—James Pleasants, James Barbour, 

North Carolina,—Nathaniel Macon, Montfort 
Stokes. | 

South Carolina.—John Gaillard, William Smith. 

Georzia.—John Elliott,* Nicholas Ware.* 

Kentucky.— Richard M. Johnson, Isham Talbot.* 

Tennessee.—Jobn Williams, John Henry Eaton. 

Ohio.—Benjamin Ruggles, William A. Trimble.* 

Louisiana.—Henry Johnson, James Brown. 

Indiana.—James Noble, Waller Taylor. 

Mississippii—David Holmes, Thomas H. Wil- 
liams, 

Illinois.—Ninian Edwards,* Jesse B. Thomas. 

Alabama.—John W. Walker,* William R. King.* 

Maine.—Jolin Chandler, John Holme. 

Missouri.—David Barton, Thomas H, Benton.* 

On motion, a committee was ordered to be ap- 
pointed, jointly with such committee as should be 
appointed by the house of representatives, to wait 
on the president of the United States, and inform 
him that the two houses were assembled, and rea- 
dy to receive any communication he might have to 
make. 

On balloting for the committee, Messrs. Macon, 
of North Carolina, and Aing, of New-York, were 
chosen; 

And the senate adjourned. 

December 4. Mr ‘Valbot, of Kentucky, appeared 
and took his seat.. After which, the other. house 
no yet being organized, the senate adjourned, 

December 5. Mr. Otis, of Massachusetts, appear. 
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No business was transacted. to day besides re- 
ceiving and reading the president’s message, of 
of which, on motion of Mr. Lanman, three thousand 
copies were ordered to be printed; and 

The senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday, Dec. 3. At 12 0’clock the clerk of the 


_ house, according to custom, took his place and | 


called over the roll—a quorum was found to be 
present. : 

[The following is a complete list of the members 
of the house of represntatives, those not present, 
on the calling of the roll, as aforesaid, and for the 
reason stated above, are noticed by a *] 

New Hampshire.—Josiah Butler, Matthew Par- 
vey, Aaron Matson,* William Plumer, jr. Nathaniel 
Upham, Thomas Whipple, jr. 

Massachusetis---Samuel C. Allen, Gideon Bar- 
stow, Francis Baylies, Lewis Bigelow, Henry W. 
Dwight, Wilham Eustis, Timothy Fuller, Benja- 
min Gorham, Aaron Hobart, Samuel Lathrop,* Je- 
remiah Nelson, John Reed, Jonathan Russell. 

Rhode Isiand--Job Durfee, Samuel Eddy. 

Connecticut.--Noyes Barber, Daniel Burrows, 
Henry W. Edwards, John Russ,* Ansel Sterling,* 
Ebenezer Stoddard,* Gideon Tomlinson. 

Vermont.—Samuel C. Crafts, Elias Keys, Rollin 
C. Mallory, John Mattocks, Charles Rich, Phineas 
White. 

New York.~-Charles Borland, jr. Churchill C. 
Cambreling, Samuel Campbell, Alfred Conkling, 
John D. Dickinson, John Gebhard, John Hawks, 
Thomas H. Hubbard, Joseph Kirkland, Elijah 
Litchfield, Richard McCarty, John f. Morgan, Wal- 
ter Patterson, Jeremiah H. Pierson, Nath’l. Pitch- 
er, William B. Rochester, Charles H. Ruggles,* 
{Peter Sharpe,* Elijah Spencer, Micah Sterling, 
John W. Taylor, Albert H. Tracey, Sclomon Van 
Rensellaer, William W. Van Wyck, Reuben H. 
Walworth, Silas Wood, David Woodcock. 

New Jersey.—Ephraim Bateman, George Casse- 
dy, Lewis Condict, George Holcombe, James Mat- 
Tack, Samuel Swan. 

Pennsy'vania.—Henry Baldwin, John Brown, 
James Buchanan, Wm, Darlington, George Denni- 
son, Samuel Edwards,* Patrick Farrally, Samuel 
Gross, Joseph Hemplill, ¢Thomas G. McCulloh* 
James McSherry, William Milnor, James S. Mit- 
chell, Samuel Moore, Thomas Murray, Thomas 
Patterson, John Phillips, George Plumer, Thomas 
J. Rogers, John Sergeant, Andrew Stewart,* John 
Tod, Ludwig Worman. 

Delaware.— Louis McLane, Cezsar A. Rodney. 

Maryland.—Thomas Bayly,* Jeremiah Causden, 
Joseph Kent, Peter Little, Raphael Neale,* John 
Nelson, Samuel Smith, Henry R. Warfield, Robert 
Wright. 

Virginia.--Mark Alexander, William S. Archer, 
William Lee Ball, Philip P. Barbour, Burwell Bas 
sett, John Floyd, Robert S. Garnett, Edward B 
Jackson,* James Jones,* Jabez Leftwich, William 
McCoy, Charles F. Mercer, Thomas L. Moore, Hugh 
Nelson, }homas Newton, John Randoiph,* Arthur 
Smith, William Smith, Alexander Smvth, Andrew 
Stevenson, Thomas VY. Swearingen,* George Tuck. 
er, Jared Williams. 

{Mr. Sharpe ts the returned member, but it is 
said that Cadwallader D. Colden is so clearly en- 
titled to the seat, that Mr. S. will not claim it. 

+In like manner as above, Mr. McCuiloh is the 
returned member, but John Findlay is said to be 


equitably entitled to this seat. Mr. Findlay ap- 
peared. 





—— 


North. Carolina.—Wnm. S. Blackledge,* Hutchins 
'G. Burton, Henry Conner, Josiah Crudup, Welden 
N. Edwards, Thomas H. Hall,* Charles Hooks, John 
‘Long, Archibald M’Neill, Romulus M, Sanders, Le. 
muel Sawyer, Felix Walker,* Lewis Williams. 
South- Carolina.—James Blair, Joseph Gist, Wil- 


liam Lowndes,* George McDuffe, Yhomas R. Mitch- 


ell, James Overstreet, Joel R. Poinsett, Sterling 
Tucker, John Wilson. 

Georgia. Joel Abbot, Alfred-Cuthbert,* George 
R. Gilmer, Robert R. Reid,* Edward F. Tatnall, 


Wiley Thompson, 


Kentucky.—Benjamin Hardin, Francis Johnson, 
John T. Johnson, Thomas Metcalfe, Thomas Mont- 
gomery, Anthony New, John Speed Smith, David 
Trimble, Samuel H. Woodson. (Qne vacancy.) 

Tennessee.—Robert Allen, Henry H. Bryan,* 
Newton Cannon, John Cocke, Francis Jones, John 
Rhea. | 

Ohio.—Levi Barber, John W. Campbell, David 
Chambers, Thomas R. Ross, John Sloan,* Joseph 
Vance. 

Louisiana,—Josiah Stoddard Jobnson. 

Indiana.—William Hendricks. 

Mississippi.—Christopher Rankin. 

Illinois. —Daniel P. Cook. 

Alabama.—Gabriel Moore. 

Maine.—Joshua Cushman, Joseph Dane, Ebene. 
zer Herrick, Mark L, Hill, Enoch Lincoln, Ezekiel 
Whitman,**° William D. Williamson.* 

Missouri.—-John Scott. 

DELEGATES. 

Michigan territory.—Solomon Sibley. 

Arkansas territory.—James Woodson Bates,* 

A large majority being present, a mot ion was 

made that the house should proceed to the choice 
of a speaker, —agreed to, and Messrs. Newton, ot 
Va. and Nelson, of Mass. were appointed tellers, 
Whole number of persons present 161—necessary 
to a choice 81. 
Seven ballots were had, with the following re- 
sults; from which it appears that Mr. Taylor and 
Mr, Rodney, each had the greatest number three 
times, and on the other trial were tied. 
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After which, on the motion of Mr, Rodgers, © 
Pen. the house adjourned, 

Tuesday, Dec. 4. The journal of yesterday be 
ing read, the house proceeded again to ballotifor + 
speaker. The results were as follows—172 mem: 
bers present—87 necessary for a choice: 

Sth ballot. 9th. 20th. 11th. om 


John W. Taylor, N.Y. 64 69 70 68 Of 
Cesar A.Rodney, Del. 36 15 4 3 Y 
Philip P. Barbour, Va. 35 64 83 85 88 
Samuel Smith, Md. 95:18: £0. ® 
Henry Baldwin, Penn. — 4, 3 4 6 
Louis’McLane, Del. —_ — 20—-_ = 
Scattering, 12 3 2 5. & 


This result having been reported by theftellers, 





ithe clerk pronounced, accordingly, that Parsir P- 
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Barsour, one of the representatives of the state of 
Virginia, having received a majority of the whole 
number of votes, was duly elected speaker of this 
use. : 

mae Barbour was conducted to the chair accord- 
ingly, by Mr. Velson, of Va. and Mr. Warjfeld, of 
Md. and the oath of office was administered to him 
by Mr. Wright, of Md. 


Mr. Speaker then rose and addressed the house 
as follows: 

Gentlemen of the house of representatives : 

I should do injustice to myself, if I did not ex- 
press to you the warm feelings of gratitude which 
have been excited in my bosom by the appoint- 
ment which you have just conferred upon me. 
Those feelings are produced, not only by the con- 
sideration that this mark of your confidence is a 
distinguished one, but by the further consideration 
that it is as wnexpected as it is distinguished. In 
accepting the office to which you have thus called 
me, | speak in the most perfect sincerity of heart 
when lassure you that I feel a fearful apprehen- 
sion in relation to my ability to discharge its duties 
in manner equal to my own wishes or your expecta- 
tions. Iam sensible of the arduousness of the task; 
Iam sensible, too, of my own want of experience. 
One thing, however, I can, with safety, promise; it 
is, that, whatever can be done by diligent atten- 
tion, and by an unceasing application of such capa- 
city as I possess, shall be done. As it respects my- 
self, the only hope which 1 entertain that I shall, 
inany tolerable degree, acquit myself of the re- 
sponsibility which I am about to assume, rests upon 
a consciousness that it will be my constant endea- 
vor so to do; but my great reliance is on the sup- 
port of this house, and its knowledge that the pre- 
servation of order is indispensably necessary to give 
dignity to the proceedings of any deliberative body. 

After which the Speaker administered to the 
members present, severally, the oath to support 
the constitution of the United States. 


The following members appeared and took their 
seats this day, previous to the ballottings:—Mr. 
Whitmaw of Maine, Mr. Lathrop of Mass. Mr. Sloan 
of Ohio, Mr. Swearingen and Mr. Jackson of Va. 
Mr. Neale of Md. and Mr. Stewart of N.C. 


Mr. Wood, of N. ¥. moved to dispense with the 
form of choosing a clerk by ballot, and appoint that 
Officer by motion. Carried. 

Mr. Wright, of Md. moved that Thos. Dougherty 
be appointed to the office of clerk of the house of 
representatives; and the motion was, thereupon, 
agreed to nem. con. and Mr. Dougherty was sworn 
into office accordingly. 

Mr. Wright moved that the clerk be directed to 
communicate the usual message to the senate.— 
Carried, 

On motion of Mr. Wright, the form of voting by 
ballot was dispensed with in regard to the office of 
sergeant-at-arms, and Thomas Dunn appointed to 
that office on nomination. 

The same course prevailed in relation to the ap- 
Pointment of door-keeper, and Benjamin Burch 
Was thereupon appointed. 

The house declined, at least for the present, to 
appoint an assistant door-keeper. The usual com- 
mittee was appointed to wait on the president to 
Inform him of the organization of the house, and the 
Tules of the last congress adopted for the govern- 
ment of the present, until revised or altered, &c. 
and the hour of meeting was fixed at 12 o’clock, 


until otherwise ordered. After which the house 
adjourned: 


—<- 


Wednesday, Dec. 5, After the jonrnal was read, 
Mr. fhea, of Ten. called for the consideration of 
the resolution which he submitted yesterday, for 
the appointment of the standing committees. The 
resolution was thereupon considered and agreed to. 

[The committees will not be announced until 
to-morrow. The speaker appoints them. ] 

After some other business, of no importance to 
mention just now,— | 

At two o’clock the president transmitted to both 
houses of congress, by Mr. §. L. Gouvernour, the 
following dics 

, MESSAGE: 
Felow citizens of the senate, and 
of the house of represenigtives: 

The progress of our affairs since the last session 
has been such as may justly be‘claimed and expect- 
ed, under a government deriving all its powers from 
an enlightened people, and under laws formed by 
their representatives, on great consideration, for 
the sole purpose of promoting ihe welfare and hap- 
piness of their constituents. In the execution of 
those laws, and of the powers vested by the con- 
stitution in the executive, unremitted attention has 
been paid to the great objects to which they ex- 
tend. In the concerns which are exclusively in- 
ternal, there is good cause to be satisfied with the 
result. The Jaws have had their due operation 
and effect. In those relating to foreign powers, 1 
am happy to state, that peace and amity are pre- 
served with all, by a strict observance on both sides, 
of the rights of each. In matters touching our 
commercial intercourse, where a difference of opi- 
nion has existed in any case, as to the conditions 
on which it should be placed, each party has pur- 
sued its own policy, without giving just cause of 
offence to the other. In this annual commnnica- 
tion, especially when it is addressed to a new con- 
gress, the whole scope of our political concerns 
naturally comes into view; that errors, if such have 
been committed, may be corrected; that defects, 
which have become manifest, may be remedied; 
and on the other hand, that measures which were 
adopted on due deliberation, and which experience 
has shown are just in themselves, and essential to 
the public welfare, Should be persevered in and 
supported. In performing this necessary and very 
important duty, IL shall endeavor to place before 
you, on its merits, every subject that is thought to 
be entitled to your particular attention, in as dis-. 
tinct and clear a light as I may be able. 

By an act of the 3d of March, 1815, so much of 
the several acts as imposed higher duties on the 
tonnage of foreign vessels, and on the manufactures 
and productions of foreign nations, when imported 
into the United States in foreign vessels, than 
when-imported in vessels of the United States, were 
repealed, so far as respected the manufactures and 
productions of the nation to which such vessel be- 
longed, on the. condition, that the repeal should 
take effect only in favor of any foreign nation, when 
the executive should be satisfied that such discri- 
minating duties, to the disadvantage of the United 
States, had likewise been repealed by such nation. 
By this act a proposition was made to all nations to 
place our commerce with each on a basis, which, it 
was presumed, would be acceptable to all. Every 
nation was allowed to bring its manufactures and | 
productions into our ports, and to take the manu- 
factures and productions of the United States back 
to their ports, in their own vessels, on the same 
conditions that they, might be transported in ves- 
sels of the United States; and, in return, it was re- 
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quired that a like accommodation should be grant- 
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ed to the vessels of the United States in the ports 
of other powers. The articles to be admitted, or 
prohibited, on either side, formed no part of the 
proposed arrangement. Each party would retain 
the right to admit er prohibit such articles from the 
other, as it thought proper, and on its own condi- 
tions. 

When the nature of the commerce between the 
United States and every other country was taken 
into view, it was thought that this proposition would 
be considered fair, and even liberal, by every pow- 
er. The exports of the United States, consist gene- 
rally of articles of the first necessity, and of rude 
materials in demand for foreign manufactories, 
of great bulk, requiring for their transportation 
many vessels, the return for which, in the ma. 
nufactures and productions of any foreign country, 
even when disposed of there to advantage, may be 
brought in a single vessel. This observation is 
more especially applicable to those countries from 
which manufactures alone are imported, but it ap- 
plies, in a great extent, to the EGropean dominions 
of every European power, and, in a certain extent, 
to all the colonies of those powers. By placing, 
then, the navigation precisely on the same ground, 
in the transportation of exports and imports, be- 
tween the United States and other contries, it was 
presumed that all was offered which could be de- 
sired. It seemed to be the only proposition which 
could be devised, which would retain even the sem- 
blance of equality in our favor. 

Many considerations of great weight gave us a 
Fight to expect that this commerce should be ex- 
tended to the colonies, as well as-to the European 
dominions of other powers. With the latter, es- 
pecially with countries exclusively manufacturing, 
the advantage was manifestiy on their side. An 
indemnity for that loss was expected from a trade 
with the colonies, and, with the greater reason, as 
it was known that the supplies which the colonies 
derived from us were of the highest importance to 
them, their labor being bestowed with so much 
greater profit in the culture of other articles; and 
because, likewise, the articles of which those sup- 
plies consisted, forming so large a proportion of the 
exports of the United States, were never admitted 
into any of the ports of Europe except in cases of 
great emergency, to avert a serious calamity.—- 
‘When no article is admitted, which is not required 
to supply the wants of the party admitting it, and 
admitted then, not in favor of any particular coun- 
try, to the disadvantage of others, but on conditions 
egually applicable to all, it secms just that the ar- 
ticles thus admitted and invited shou!d be carried 
thither in the vessels of the country affording such 
supply, and that the reciprocity should be found 
in a corresponding accomodation on the other side. 
By allowing each party to participate in the trans. 
portation of such supplies, on the payment of cqual 
tonnage,a strong proof was afforded of an accommo- 
dating spirit. To abandon to it the transportation | 
of the whole, would be a sacrifice which ought not 
to be expected. The demand, in the present in- 
stance, would be the more unreasonable, in consi- 
deration of the inequality existing in the trade with 
the parent country. 





Such was the basis of our system, as established | 
by the actof 1815, and such its true character. In | 
the year in which this act was passed, a treaty was 
concluded with Great Britain, in strict conformity 
with its principles, in regard to her European do- 
minions. To her colonies, however, in the West 
Indies and on this continentfit was not extended, 
the British government claiming the exclusive sup- | 





ee 


ply of those colonies, and from our own ports, and 
of the productions of the colonies in return in her 
own vessels. To this claim the United States could 
not assent, and, in consequence, each party sus. 
pended the intercourse in the vessels of the other, 
by a prohibition which still exists. 

The same conditions were offered to France, but 
not accepted. Her government has demanded other 
conditions, more favorable to her navigation, and 
which should also give extraordinary encourage. 
ment to her manufactures and productions, in the 
ports of the United States. To these it was thought 
improper to accede, and, in consequence, the re- 
strictive regulations, which had been adopted on 
her part, being countervailed on the part of the 
United States, the direct commerce, between the 
two countries, in the vessels of each party, has been 
ina great measure, suspended. It is much to be 
regretted, that, although a negociation has been 
long pending such is the diversity of views enter. 
tained, on the various points, which have been 
brought into discussion, that there does not appear 
to be any reasonable prospect of its early conclusion, 

It is my duty to state, as a cause of very great re- 
gret, that very serious differences have occurred 
in this negociation respecting the construction of 
the 8th article of the treaty of 1805, whereby Lou- 
isiana was ceded to the United States; and likewise 
irespecting the seizure of the Apollo, in 1820, for 
a violation.of our revenue laws. The claim of the 
government of France has excited not less surprise 
than concern, because there does not appear to be 
a just foundation for itin either instance. By the 
8th article of the treaty referred to, it is stipulated 
that, after the expiration of twelve years, during 
which it was provided by the preceding or 7th 
article, that the vessels of France and Spain should 
be admitted into the ports of the ceded territory, 
without paying higher duties on merchandise, or 
tonnage on the vessels, than such as were paid by 
citizens of the United States, the ships of France 
should forever afterwards be placed on the footing 
of the most favored nation, By the obvious con- 
struction of this article, it is presumed that it was 
intended, that nofavor should be granted to any 
power in those ports, to which France should not 
be forthwith entitled; nor should any accommoda- 
tion be allowed to another power, on conditions to 
which she would not also be entitiled, upon the 
same conditions. Under this construction, no fa- 
vor oraccommodation, could be granted to any pow- 
er, to the prejudiceof France. By allowing the 
equivalent, allowed by those powers, she would 
always stand in those ports, on the footing of the 
most favored nation, But if this article should be 
so construed, as that France should enjoy, of right, 
and without paying the equivalent, all the advan- 
tages of such conditions, as might be allowed to 
other powers, in return for important concessions 
made by them, then the whole character of the sti- 
pulation would be changed. She would not be pla- 
ced on the footing of the most favared nation, but 
on a footing held by no other nation. She would 
enjoy all the advantages allowed to them, in con- 
sideration of like advantages allowed to us, free 
from every and any condition, whatever. 

A's little cause has the government of France to 
complain of the seizure of the Apollo, and the 


‘removal of other vessels from the waters of the 


St. Mary’s. [t will not be denied, that every nation 
has a right to regulate its commercial system as It 
thinks fit, and to enforce the collection of its reve- 
nue, provided it be done without an invasion of the 
rights of other powers, The violation of its revs 
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nue laws is an offence which all nations punish:— | of our revenue laws ceased, an order was given for 


the punishment of which gives no just cause of 
complaint to the power to which the offenders be- 
long, provided it be extended to all equally. In this 
case, every. circumstance which occurred, indicated 
4 fixed purpose to violate our revenue laws. Had 
the party intended to have pursued a fair trade, he 
would have entered our ports and paid the duties; 
or had he intended to have carried ona legitimate 
circuitous commerce with the United States, he 
would have entered the port of some other power, 
landed his goods at the custom house, according to 
law, and reshipped and sent them in the vessel of 
such power, or of some other power which might 
lawfully bring them, free from such duties, to a port 
of the United States. But the conduct of the party 
in this case was altogether different. He entered 
the river St. Mary’s, the boundary between the 
United States and Florida, and took his position on 
the Spanish side, on which (in the whole extent of 
the river) there was no town, no port or custom 
house, and scarcely any settlement. His purpose, 
therefore, was not to sell his goods to the inhabi- 
tants of Florida, but to citizens of the United 
States, in exchange for their productions, which 
could not be done without a direct and palpable 
breach ef our laws. It is known that a regular 
systematic plan had been formed by certain other 
persons, for the violation of our revenue system, 
which made it the more necessary to check the 
proceeding in its commencement. 

That the unsettled bank of a river so remote 
from the Spanish garrisons and population, could 
give no protection to any party, in such a practice, 
is believed to be in strict accord with the law of 
nations. It would not have comported with a friend- 
ly policy in Spain herself, to have estcblished a 
custom house there, since it could have subserved 
no other purpose than to elude our revenue laws. 
But the government of Spain did not adopt that 
measure. On the contrary, it is understood that 
the captain general of Cuba, to whom an applica- 
tion to that effect was made, by these adventurers, 
had not acceded to it. The condition of those pro- 
vinces for many years before they were ceded to 
the United States, need not now be dwelt on. In- 
habited by different tribes of Indians, and an inroad 
for every kind of adventurer, the jurisdiction of 
Spain may be said to haVe been, almost exclusively, 
contined to her garrisons. [t certainly could not 
extend to places where she had noauthority. The 
rules, therefore, applicable to settled countries, 
governed by laws, could not be deemed so to the 
deserts of Florida, and to the occurrences there. 
It merits attention, also, that the territory had been 
ceded to the United States, by a treaty, the ratifi- 
cation of which had not been refused, and which 
has since been performed. Under such circum- 
stances, therefore, Spain became less responsible 
for such acts committed there, and the United 
States more at liberty to exercise authority, to pre- 
vent so great a mischief. The conduct of this go- 
vernment has, in every instance, been conciliatory 
and friendly to France. The construction of our 
revenue law, in its application to the cases which 
have formed the ground of such serious complaint 
on her part, and the order to the collector of St. Ma. 
ry’s, in accord with it, were given two years before 
these cases occurred, and in reference to a breach 
Which was attempted by the subjects of another 
power. Its application, therefore, to the cases in 
question, was inevitable. As soon as the treaty, 
by which these provinces were ceded to the United 
Stales, was ratificd, and all danger of further breach 





the release of the vessel which had been seized, 
and for the dismission of the libel which.had been 
instituted against her. a 

The principles of this system ciprocity 
founded on the law of the 3d of March, 1815, have 
been since carried into effect, with the kingdom of 
the Netherlands, Sweden, Prussia, and with Ham. 
burg, Bremen, Lubeck, and Oldenburg, with a 
vision made by subsequent laws, in regard to the 
Netherlands, Prussia, Hamburg and Bremen, that 
such produce and manufactures as could only be, 
or most usually were, first shipped from the ports 
of those countries, the same being imported in vese 
sels wholly belonging to their subjects, should be 
considered and admitted as their own manufactures 
and productions. 

The government of Norway has, by an ordinance, 
opened the ports of that part of the dominions of 
the king of Sweden to the vessels of the United 
States, upon the payment of no other or higher du- 
ties than are paid by the Norwegian vessels, from 
whatever place arriving, and with whatever articles 
laden. They have requested the reciprocal allow- 
ance for the vessels of Norway in the ports of the 
United States. As this privilege is not within the 
scope of the act of the 5d of March, 1815, and can 
only be granted by congress; and as it may involve 
the commercial relations of the union with other 
nations, the subject is submitted to the wisdom of 
congress, 

I have presented thus fully to your view our 
commercial relations with other powers, that, see- 
ing them in detail with each power, and knowing 
the basis on which they rest, congress may, in its 
wisdom, decide whether any change ought to be 
made, and if any, in what respect. If this basis is 
unjust or unreasonable, surely it ought to be aban- 
doned; but if it be just and reasonable, and any 
change in it will make concession subversive of the 
principles of equality, and tending in its conse- 
quences to sap the foundations of our prospefiiy, 
then the reasons are equally strong for adhering to 
the ground already taken, and supporting it by such 
further regulations as may appear to be proper, 
should any additional support be found necessary. 

The question concerning the construction of the 
first article of the treaty of Ghent, has been, by a 
joint act of the representatives of the United States 
and of Great Britain, at the court of St. Petersburg, 
submitted to the decision of his imperial majesty, 
the emperor of Russia. The result of that submis- 
sion has not yet been received. The commission- 
ers under the fifth article of that treaty not having 
been able to agree upon their decision, their re- 
ports to the two governments, conformably to the 
provisions of the treaty, may be expected at an ear- 
ly day, 

With Spain, the treaty of February 22d, 1819, 
has been partly carried into execution. Possession 
of East and West Norida has been given to the 
United States, but the officers-charged with that 
service, by an order from his catholic majesty, de- 
livered by his minister to the secretary of state, and 
transmitted by a special agent to the captain gene. 
ral of Cuba, to whom it was directed, and in whom 
the government of those provinces was vested, have 
not only omitted, in contravention of the orders of 
their sovereign, the performance of the express 
stipulation, to deliver over the archives and do- 
cuments relating to the property and sovereignty 
of those provinces, all of which, it was expected, 
would have been delivered either before or when 
the troops were withdrawn, but defeated, sinc:, 





















































































i or Sa 














i PERI . 


a na Ee 


_— 


oe oe 


238 NILES’ REGISTER DECEMBER 8, 1821—- CONGRESS. 





" 
eee 





~~ _ & 


évery effort of the United States to obtain them, 
especially those of the greatest importance. ‘This 
omission lias givén rise to several incidents of a 
painful nature, the character of which will be fully 


‘disclosed, by the documents which will hereafter 


be communicated. 

In every other circumstance, the law of the 3d 
of Marchi last, for carrying into effect that treaty 
has been duly attended to. For the execution of 
that part which preserved in force, for the govern- 
ment of the inhabitants, for the term specified, 
ali the civil, military and judicial powers, exer- 
cised by the existing government of those pro- 
iiées, an adequate number of officers, as was 
presiimed, were appointed and ordered to their 
#éSPective stations. Both provinces were formed 
into’one territory, and a governor appointed for 
it, but, in consideration of the pre-existing divi- 
sion, and of the distance and difficulty of commu- 
nication between Pensacola, the residence of the 
governor of West Florida, and St. Augustine, that 
of the governor of East Florida, at which places, 
the inconsiderable population of each province 
was principally collected, two secretaries were ap- 
pointed, one to reside at Pensacola, and the other 
at St. Augustine. Due attention was likewise paid 
to the execution of the laws of the United States 
relating to the revenue, and the slave trade, which 
were exiended to these provinces. The whole 
territory was divided into three collection dis- 


“‘tricts, that part lying between the river St. Mary’s, 


ahd Cape Florida, forming one, that from the Cape 


. to, the apalachicola, another, and that from the 


Apalachicola to the Perdido, the third. To these 
districts, the usual number of revenue officers 
were appointed, and, to secure the due operation 
of these laws, one judge and a district attorney, 
were appointed, to reside at Pensacola, and like- 
wise one judge and a district attorney to reside 
at St. Augustine, with a specified boundary be- 
tween them—and one marshal forthe whole, with 
authority to appoint a deputy. In carrying this 
law into effect, and especially that part of it re- 
lating to the powers of the existing government 
of those provinces, it was thought important, in 
consideration of the short term for which it was 
to operate, and the radical change which would 
be made at the approaching session of congress, to 
avoid expense, to make no appointment which 
should not be absolutely necessary to give effect 
to those powers, to withdraw none of our citizens 
from other pursuits, whereby to subject the go- 
vernment to claims which could not be gratified, 
and the parties to losses which it would be painful 
to witness. 

It has been seen, with much concern, that in the 
performance of these duties, a collision arose be- 
tween the governor of the territory, and the judge 
appointed for the western district. It was pre- 
sumed, that the law under which this transitory 
government was organized, and the commissions 
which were granted to the officers, who were ap- 
pointed to execute each a branch of the system, 
and to which the commissions were adapted, would 
have been understood in the same sense, by them, 
inwhich they were understood by the executive. 
Much allowance is due to officers employed in 
each branch of this system, and the more so, as 
there is guod cause to believe that each acted un- 
cera conviction that he possessed the power which 
he undertook to exercise. Of the officer, holding 
the principal station, 1 think it proper to observe 
that he accepted it with reluctance, in compliance 
with the invitation given him, and from a high sense 


re in, 


of duty to his country, being willing to contribute 
to the consummation of an event, which would en. 
sure complete protection to an important part of 
four union, which had suffered much from incursion 
and invasion, and to the defence of which, his very 
gallant and patriotic services had been so signally 
and usefully devoted 

From the intrinsic difficulty of executing laws 
deriving their origin from different sources, and 
so essentially different in many important circum. 
stances, the advantage, and, indeed, the necessity 
of establishing, as soon as may be practicable, g 
well organized government over that territory, on 
the principles of our system, is apparent. This 
subject, therefore, is recommended to the early 
consideration of congress. 

In compliance with an injunction of the law of 
the Sd of March last, three commissioners have 
also been appointed, anda board organized, for 
carrying into effect the eleventh article of the 
treaty above recited, making provision for the pay. 
ment of such of our citizens, as have well founded 
claims on Spain, of the character specified by that 
treaty. This board has entered on its duties, and 
made some progress therein. The commissioner 
and surveyor of his Catholic majesty, provided for 
by the fourth article of the treaty, have not yet ar- 
rived in the United States, but are soen expected. 
As soon as they do arrive, corresponding ap.- 
pointments will be made, and every facility be af. 
furded for the due execution of this service, 

The government of his most faithful majesty, 
since the termination of the last session of con- 
gress, has been removed from Rio de Janeiro to 
Lisbon, where a revolution, similar to that which 
had occurred in the neighboring kingdom of Spain, 
had in like manner been sanctioned by the accept. 
ed and pledged faith of the reigniig monarch, 
The diplomatic intercourse between the United 
States and the Portuguese dominions, interrupted 
by that important event, has not been resumed, but 
the change of internal administration, having alrea- 
dy materially affected the commercial intercourse of 
the United States with the Portuguese dominions, 
the renewal of the public missions between the two 
countries appears to be advisable at an early day. 

_ it is understood that the colonies in South Ame- 
rica have had great success during the present 
year, in the struggle for their independence. The 
new goverment of Colombia has extended its ter- 
ritories and considerably augmented its strength, 
and at Buenos Ayres, where civil disseation had 
for sometime before prevailed, greater harmony, 
and better order, appear to have been established. 
Equal success has attended their efforts in the 
provinces on the Pacific. It has long been mani- 
fest that itshould be impossible for Spain to re- 
duce these colonies by force, and equally so, that 
no conditions, short oftheir independence, would 
be satisfactory to them. It may therefore be pre- 
sumed, and it is earnestly hoped, that the govern- 
ment of Spain, guided by enlightened and liberal 
councils, will find it to co:port with its interests, 
and due to its magnanimity, to terminate this eX- 
hausting controversy on that basis. T’o promote 
this result by friendly counsel with the govert- 
ment of Spain, wi'l be the object of the govert- 
ment of the United States. 

In conducting the fiscal operations of the ye@ 
it has been fouad necessary to carry into full ef- 
fect the act of. the last session of congress, autho- 
rising a loan of five millions of dollars. —This su® 
has been raised at an average premium of five dol- 





lars fifty nine hundredths per cent upon stock 
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bearing an interest at the rate of five per cent. | 
per annum, redeemable at the option of the go- 
vernment, after the first day of Jan. 1835. 

There has been issued under the provisions of 
this act, four millions seven hundred and thirty- 
five thousand two hundred and ninety-six dollars 


been, or will be redeemed, during the year, three 
millions one hundred and ninety-seven thousand 
thirty dollars and seventy-one cent& of Louisiana six 
er cent. and deferred stock, and Mississippi stock. 
There has, therefore, been an actua! increase oi 
the public debt, contracted during the year, of one 
million five hundred and thirty-eight thousand two 
hundred and sixty -six dollars sixty-nine cents. _ 

The receipts into the treasury from the Ist Ja 
nuary to the 30th September last, have amounted 
to sixteen millions two hundred and nineteen thou. 
sand one hundred and ninety scven dollars seventy 
cents, which, with the balance of one million one 
hundred and ninety-eight thousand four hundred 
and sixty-one dollars twenty-one cents, in the trea. 
sury on the former day, make the aggregate sum 
of seventeen millions four hundred and seventeen 
thousand six hundred and fifty-eight dollars ninety 
one cents. 

The payments from the treasury during the 
same period, have amounted to fifteen millions six 
hundred and fifty-five thousand two hundred and 
eighty-eight dollars forty-seven cents, leaving in 
the treasury on the last mentioned day, the sum of 
one million seven hundred and sixty-two thousand 
three hundred and seventy dollars forty four cents, 
It is estimated that the receipts of the fourth quar- 
ter of the year, will exceed the demands which 
will be made on the treasury during the same pe- 
riod, and that the amount in the treasury on the 
30th September last, will be increased on the first 
day of Jan. next. 

At the close of the last session, it was anticipated 
that the progressive diminution of the public re- 
venue in 1819 and 1820, which had been the re- 
sult of the languid state of our foreign commerce 
inthose years, had, in the latter year, reached its 
It has, however, 
been ascertained, that that point was reached only 
at the termination of the first quarter of the pre 
sentyear. From that time, until the 30th of Sep 
tember last, the duties secured have exceeded 
those of the corresponding quarters of the last 
year, one million one hundred and seventy two | 
thousand dollars, whilst the amount of debentures 
issued during the three first quarters of this year, 
is nine hundred and fifty-two thousand dollars less 
than that of the same quarters of the last year. 

There are just grounds to believe that the im- 
provement which has occurred in the revenue, 
during the last mentioned period, will not only be 
maiutained, but that it will progressively increas: 
through the next and several succeeding years, 
S028 to realize the results, which were presented 
Upon that subject, by the official reports of the 
treasury, at the commencement of the last session 
of congress. 

Under the influence of the most unfavorable cir- | 
cumstances, the revenue for the next aud subse- 
quent years, to the year 1825, will exceed the de- 
mands at present authorized by law. 

It may fuirly be presumed, that, under the pro- 
‘ection given to domestic manufactures, by the ex. 
isting laws, we shall become, at no distant period, 
4 Manufacturing country, en an extensive scale, 
Possessing, as we do, the raw materials ia such vast 





“mount, with a capacity to augment them to an| 
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indefinite extent; raising within the country, ali- 
ment of every kind to an amount far exceeding 
the demand for home consumption, even in the 
most unfavorable years, and to be obtained always 
at a very moderate price; skilled also, as our people 
are in the mechanic arts, and in every improvement 
calculated to lessen the demand for, and the price 
ot labor, it is manifest that their success, in eve 
branch of domestic industry, may, and will be cate 
ried, under the encouragement given by the pre- 
sent duties, to an extent to meet any demand, 
which, under a fair competition, may be made oh 
it. 

A considerable increase of domestic ‘manufac. 
tures, by diminishing the importation of foreign, 
will probably tend to lessen the amount of the pub- 
lic revenue. As, however, a large proportion 
of the revenue, which is derived from duties, is 
raised from other articles than manufactures, the 
demand for which will increase with our population, 
it is believed; that a fund will sull be raised from 
that source, adequate to the greater part of the na- 
tional expenditures, especially as those expendi. 
tures, should we continue to be blessed with peace, 
will be dimini-hed by the completion of the fortifi- 
cations, dock yards and other public works—-by the 
augmentation of the navy to the point to which it is 
proposed to carry it, and by the payment of the 
public debt, including pensions for military servi- 
ces. 

It cannot be doubted, that the more complete our 
internal resources, and the less dependeut we are 
on foreign powers, for every national, as well as 
domestic purpose, the greater and more stable will 
beithe publicfelicity. By the increase of domestic 
manufactures, will the demand for the rude mate- 
rials at home be increased, and thus will the depen- 
dence of the several parts of our union on each 
other, and the strength of the union itself, be pro- 
portionably augmented. In this process, which is 
very desirable, and inevitable, under the existing 
duties, the resources which obviously present them- 
selves to supply a deficiency in the revenue, should 
it occur, are the interests, which may derive the 
principal benefit from the change. If domestic ma- 
nufactures are raised by duties on foreign, the defi- 
ciency in the fund, necessary for public purposes, 
should be supplied by duties on the former. At 
the last session it seemed doubtful, whether the 
revenue derived irom the present sources would be 
adequate to all the great purposes of our union, 
including the construction of our fortifications, the 
augmeniation of our navy, and the protection of our 
commerce, against the dangers to which it is ex- 
posed. Had the deficiency been such as to subject 
us to the necessity, either to abandon those mea- 
sures of defence or to resort to other means for ade- 
quate funds, the course presented to the adoption 
of a virtuous and enlightened people, appeared te 
bea plain one. It must be gratifying to all to know, 
that this necessity does not exist. Nothing, how- 
ever, in coniemplation of such important objects, 
which can be easily provided for, shoald be left to 
hazard. It is thought that the revenue may receive 
an augmentation from the existing sources, and ina 
amanner to aid our manufactures, without hastening 
prematurely the result, which has been suggested, 
It is believed that a moderate additional duty or 
certain articles would have that effect, without be- 
ing liable to any serious objection. 

‘Che examination of the whole coast, for the cone 
struction of permanent fortifications, from St. Croix 
to the Sabine, with the exception of a part of the 
territory lately acquired, will be completed in the 
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nt year, as will be the survey of the Mississippi, 
under the resolution of the house of representatives, 
from the mouth.of the Ohio to the ocean—and, 
likewise, of the Ohie, from Louisville to the Missis- 
sippi. A progress corresponding with the sums ap- 
propriated, has also been made in the construction 
of these fortifications at the points designated. As 
they will form a system of defence, for the whole 
maritime frontier, and, in consequence, for the inte- 
rior, and are to last for ages, the utmost care has 


been taken to fix the position of each work, and to 


form it on such a scale as will be adequate to the 


' purpose intended by it. All the inlets and assailable 
. parts of our union have been minutely examined, 


and positions taken, with a view to the best effect, 

observing, in every instance, a jast regard to econo- 
apy. Doubts, however, being entertained, as to the 
propriety of the position, and extent of the work at 
Dauphin Island, further progress m it was suspended 
soon after the last session of congress, and an order 
given to the board of engineers and naval commis- 
sioners, to make a further and more minute exami. 
nation of it, in both respects, and to report the re- 
sult, without delay. 

Due progress has been made in the construction 
of vessels of war, according to the law providing for 
the gradual augmentation of the navy, and to the 
extent of existing appropriations. The vessels au- 
thorized by the act of 1820 have all been complet- 
ed, and are now in actualservice. None of the larger 
ships have been, or will be, launched, for the pre- 
sent, the object being to protect all which may not 
‘be required for immediate service ftom decay, by 
syitable buildings erected over them. A squadron 
has been maintained, as heretofore, in the Mediter- 
ranean, by means whereof peace has been preserv- 
ed with the Barbary powers. This squadron has 
een reduced the present year to as small a force as 
is compatible with the fulfilment of the object in- 
tendea by it. From past experience, and the best 
information respecting the views of those powers, it 
is distinctly understood, that, should our squadron 
be withdrawn, they would soon recommence their 


, hostilities and depredations upon our commerce. 


Their fortifications have lately been rebuilt, and 
their maritime force inereased. It bas also been 
found necessary to maintain a naval force in the Pa- 
cific, for the protection of the very important inte- 
rests of our citizens. engaged in commerce and the 
fisheries in that sea. Vessels have likewise been 
employed in cruising along the Atlantic coast, in the 
‘Gulph of Mexico, on the coast of Africa, and in the 
neighboring seas. In the latter many piracies have 
been committed on our commerce, and so extensive 
was becoming the range of those unprincipled ad- 
venturers, that there was cause to apprehend, with- 
out a timely and decisive effort to suppress them, 
the worst consequences would ensue. Fortunately, 
a considerable check has been given to that spirit 
by our cruizers, who have succeeded in capturing 
and destroying several of their vessels. Neverthe- 
less, it is considered an object of high importance 
to continue these cruises until the practice is entirely 
suppressed: Like success has attended our efforts 
to suppress the slave trade. Under the flag of the 
United States and the sanction of their papers, the 
trade may be considered as entirely suppressed; and 
if any of our citizens are engaged in it, under the 
flags and papers of other powers, it is only from a 
respect to the rights of those powers, that these of- 
fenders are not seized and brought home, to receive 
the punishment which the laws inflict. If every 








other power should adopt the same policy, and pur- 
sue the same vigorous means for carrying it into 
effect, the trade could no longer exist. 


Deeply impressed with the blessings which we 
enjoy, and of which we have such manifold proofs, 
my mind is irresistibly drawn to that Almighty Be. 
ing, the Great Source from whence they proceed, 
and to whom our most grateful acknowledgments 
are due, 

| JAMES MONROE, 
Washington, Dec. 3, 1821. 


The message being read— 

On motion of Mr. Sawyer, it was Resolved, That 
the message, together with the documents accom. 
panying the same, be referred to a committee of 
the whole house on the state of the union; and 
that 5,000 copies thereof be printed. 

The house then adjourned. 


THURSDAY’S PROCEEDINGS, 
In the senate. Messrs. Lanman, Benton and 
Holmes were appointed the committee on engross. 
ed bills. 


In the house of representatives, the usual standing 
committees were appointed, and the message of the 
president referred, as customary, tothem. We have 
not room to insert the lists in this paper, and the 
delay of publication is not important. Nothing else 
of moment transacted. 








CHRONICLE. 


Maryland. The legislature of this state com. 
menced its usual session on Monday last. William 
R. Steuart, esq. was elected speaker of the senate, 
and Tobias E., Stansbury, esq. speaker of the house 
of delegates. 


The piratical schooner Moscow—arrived at Nor- 
folk. Letter trom captain Henley, to the secretary 
of the navy, dated «U. S. ship Hornet, atsea, Oct. 
30th, 1821; lat. 19° 67’ N. long. 74° 05’ W. 

Sin: [have the honor to inform you, that, in pur. 
suance of your orders, | remained at the appointed 
rendezvous, off the Capes of Virginia, until the 
evening of the 15th instant, when, no vessels ap- 
pearing to profit of the convoy offered them, | pro- 
ceeded on my cruise. Having had bad weather 
and unfavorable winds, almost ever since, we did 
not get through Turk’s Island passage until yester- 
day, when we fell in with, and captured, off St. 
Domingo, the piratical armed schooner called the 
Moscow, moynting one two-pounder. She has ne 
commission, and a mixed crew of blacks and Sp2- 
niards—nineteen in number. I have put on board 
the necessary officers and men to navigate her, and 
have instructed midshipman Kennon to proceed 
with her, and sugh part of her crew asI have thought 
it safe to leave on board, to the first convenient 
port, agreeably to your general instructions, and 
deliver her over to the civil authority. 

We found on board a number of articles, evident- 
ly of her plunder, viz: such as watches, ladies 
shawls, silk stockings, shirts, and other articles 
marked with initials. She has been out but a short 
time, as she had on board fresh fruit, kc. She v4 
in pursuit of a merchant vessel the moment We 
came up with her. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect 
your obedient servant, R. HENLEY. 

The hon. Smitrz..Tnompson, 

secretary U. Slates navy. 
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